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there lived an especially skilful delineator of the
gods born in Marwar, named Shringadhara: he
left left behind him paintings and other master-
pieces like those produced by the Yakshas. Those
who followed his lead were called the old Western
School."
The King Shila referred to is probably the
celebrated Harsha Vardhana Siladitya (606-647),
an account of whose empire is given in the narra-
tive of Hiuen Tsang's pilgrimage. The finest of
the paintings and sculptures of Ajanta may thus
be attributed to this " Old Western " School.
" In the time of Kings Devapala and Shrirnant
Sharrnapala there lived in Varendra (northern
Bengal) an exceedingly skilful artist named
Dhiman, whose son was Bhitpalo; both of these
produced many works in cast-metal, as well as
sculptures and paintings, which resembled the
works of the Nagas. The father and son gave
rise to distinct schools ; as the son lived in Bengal,
the cast images of the gods produced by their
followers were usually called gods of the Eastern
style, whatever might be the birthplace of the
actual designers. In painting the followers of
the father were called the Eastern School; those
of the son, as they were most numerous in Ma-
gadha^ were called followers of the Madhyadesha
School of painting. So in Nepal the earlier
schools of art resembled the Old Western School,
but in the course of time a peculiar Nepalese
School was formed which, in painting and casting